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Viceroy. I shall therefore confine my survey of
Lord Mayo's policy of internal development to its
two other great branches, railways and irrigation
works.

On the Earl of Mayo's arrival in Calcutta, he found
awaiting him an elaborate Minute which Lord Law-
rence had lately placed on record regarding the past
history and the future extension of Indian railways.
The narrative which the great civilian Viceroy thus
left for his successor was full of encouragement, but by
no means one for unmingled self-complacency. From
the end of 1853, when we had 21^ miles of railway in
India, until the beginning of 1869, when Lord Law-
rence left the country, about four thousand miles of
railway had been opened. The engineering impossi-
bilities, which had threatened the existence of the
enterprise) had one by one succumbed to the persistent
energy of individual Englishmen. A permanent way
had been built over a vast delta, yearly subject to
devastating floods. Rivers, never before controlled,
had been bridged; and every difficulty arising from
the extremes of heat, and from the corroding tooth of
fluvial action, had been mastered. Nevertheless, Lord
Lawrence recorded his conviction that the system
under which these triumphs had been won could no
longer be retained. The essential feature of that
system was, that it made over the construction of the
Indian railways to private Companies, with a guaran-
teed interest of five per cent, on the capital they
might expend. Lord Lawrence came to the con-
clusion that this system acted in a wasteful manner,